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THE LAF AND THE FIRST ACTS
OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

Information about how the government institutions of the Nazi
occupation in Lithuania — district commissars, the Security Police and
Security Service, the offices of the military commandants — enthusiastically
carried out the Nazi program for the extermination of the Jews is, in
essence, not new. Therefore, most of the documents in this chapter are
about the role of the LAF (Lithuanian Activist Front) and the collaboration
of Lithuanian administrative bodies and the police with the Nazis in
perpetrating the Shoah in Lithuania — matters that are almost unknown to
the general public.

Asindicated by the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania
(Lietuvos gyventojy genocido ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras - LGGRTC) in
a note to the Seimas of the Lithuanian Republic, “part of the LAF program
drawn up in Berlin (mainly by Kazys Skirpa, Antanas Maceina, who was
chairman of the ideological commission, and Antanas Valiukénas) was
notable for its anti-Jewishness. Its sixteenth article announced that: “The
Lithuanian Activist Front revokes the hospitality accorded to the Jewish
national minority in Lithuania,” i.e. ‘proclaims it to be outside the bounds
of the law.””!

The appeals intended for Lithuania (and prepared mainly by Kazys
éki.rpa, who was leader of the LAF, and Bronys Raila, who was chairman
of the propaganda commission) were saturated with National Socialist
ideology and racist slurs concerning the Jews. The Jews were unconditionally
identified with the Communists. They became the objects of appeals,
posters, and caricatures full of the ugliest anti-Jewish insinuations, absurd
accusations, and threats which spewed malice and hatred for the Jews.

That this agitation and propaganda reached Lithuania and that it was
undoubtedly inspired by the LAF is even attested by the fact, indicated in the
above-mentioned LGGRTC note to the Seimas of the Lithuanian Republic:
“that the insurgents implemented the recommendation made in ‘Chapter
VII: Carrying Out the Uprising’ of Instructions for the Liberation of Lithuania:

‘So that the Germans may distinguish the insurgents from the rest of
the civilian population and not mistake them for armed local Communists,
once the uprising has taken place, its participants shall put on their left
arms white (cloth) bands with the letters T.D.A. (Tautinio darbo apsauga
[National Work Guard]).” White armbands were worn by most of the
insurgents in various Lithuanian localities.””

1 Akiraciai, 2000, no. 9.
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Soon after the uprising, in a directive sent in July to the heads of districts
and cities, to district boards and city mayors, the Minister of Internal Affairs
of the Provisional Government, Jonas Slepetys, gave instructions “to issue
the appropriate decrees so that all literate partisans, riflemen... take pen in
hand and describe the deportations of the people, the beginning of the war, the
activities of the partisans, and the Communist-Bolshevik-Jewish terror femphasis
added].” As can be seen from this information, during the early days of the
war an anti-Jewish mood was already dominant in some places, and violations
of the elementary civil rights of Jews had begun. Naturally, this directive from
aminister stirred up even greater anti-Jewish feeling and activity.

During the early days of the uprising in June 1941, efforts had already
begun to re-establish the administrative apparatus that had functioned in
Lithuania before the occupation, the organs of local government, and the
police, all of which immediately became involved in the anti-Jewish actions
being perpetrated by the Nazi occupational structures.

As soon as the Provisional Government began to function, it enacted
the Declaration on Economic Affairs, which provided that Jewish property
nationalized by the Soviets would “remain the property of the Lithuanian
state,” i.e. that the Jews would lose their property in every branch of the
people’s economy, that their bank accounts, securities, etc. would not be
returned to them.

Soon the Provisional Government approved Regulations on the
Status of the Jews, whose introduction is a collection of the most vicious
stereotypical anti-Jewish accusations. According to this act, the Jews were
placed outside the bounds of the law. They lost elementary civil rights,
were forced to wear badges degrading to human dignity and honor, and -
most importantly — were removed from where they lived and resettled “in
separate places intended for this purpose.”

All of this was in complete accordance with the Nazi strategy for the
extermination of the Jews. Robbed, deprived of their rights, and forced into
ghettos, the Jews became easy prey for murderers.

The above-mentioned LGGRTC note to the Seimas of the Lithuanian
Republic states:

“While the Provisional Governmentwasin power, the Sonderkommandos
of the German Security Service and Gestapo used the re-established local
governments to implement most of the orders discriminating against the
Jews and to begin the process of setting up ghettos, and they used their own
forces and those of the TDA battalion to begin the mass destruction of the
Jews (preparations for these actions also involved the local police and the
heads of some districts, cities, and civil parishes).

By August 5, about 38,000 Jewish citizens of Lithuania had become victims
of the Holocaust. Zenonas Ivinskis, who was responsible for relations with
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German institutions, urged the Provisional Government to condemn these
massacres, but that was not done. [....]

It can be stated that during the entire six weeks of its existence the
Provisional Government not only failed to prevent the destruction of the
Jewish community in Lithuania but also did not make an official protest.
On the contrary, provisions discriminating against the Jews were enacted
in decrees concerning denationalization and the restitution of property.
[...] In its session of June 30, the Government approved the financing of
the National Work Guard (Hilfspolizeidienst) battalion and did not take
steps to stop this financing when some of the soldiers in this battalion were
used in the mass killing of Jews. During this same session, the Government
approved the setting up of a concentration camp.... [...]

The Provisional Government very quickly lost any real chance of
controlling the situation in Lithuania.... Nevertheless, the enactment
of discriminatory laws, the establishment of concentration camps, and
indifference to the destruction of the Jews (no public resolutions condemning
these acts were adopted, and Lithuanian military units that participated
in the Holocaust were not brought under control) encouraged, in the
Lithuanian society of that time, anti-Semitic attitudes and the participation
of individuals and groups in the Jewish Holocaust. All this had a direct and
real influence on the fate of the people of Lithuania — both the perpetrators
and the victims of the Jewish Holocaust.”

Joseph Levinson
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APPEALS DISTRIBUTED IN LITHUANIA
BEFORE JUNE 22, 1941

Read and Pass On
AWAY WITH THE JEWS

[.-.] After centuries of slavery, OUR FELLOW LITHUANIAN, join the
struggle for freedom. The hour of reckoning has come. Someone is on our
side.

Let us wreak hundredfold vengeance on the Jews and Communists for
shedding the innocent blood of our countrymen.

Enough of the Jews baking their matzos in Lithuanian blood. [...]

OUR FELLOW LITHUANIANS, IF YOU ARE AMONG THE LIVING, JOIN THE
STRUGGLE AGAINST JEWRY.

OUR FELLOW LITHUANIANS, LET US LIBERATE OUR FATHERLAND FROM
ENSLAVEMENT BY THE JEWS.

LYA, f. K-1, ap. 58, b. 12949/3, vokas 63, 1. 17.

Read and Pass On
TO THE JUDASES OF LITHUANIA

[...] THE PEOPLE SEE YOUR TREASONABLE WORKS. At the hour of
reckoning all degenerates, traitors, sellouts, Communists, and Jews will be
repaid at the price they themselves have set. [...]

Judases, your days are numbered. The final hours of enslavement by
Jews and Bolsheviks are approaching,.

After being ravaged and mauled by you, LITHUANIA IS READY TO
RISE UP. Freedom will come to us over your corpses.

AWAY WITH THE JEWS, COMMUNISTS, AND LITHUANIAN
JUDASES.

ALL HAIL AN INDEPENDENT NEW LITHUANIA.

THE SONS OF THE PEOPLE
LYA, f. K-1, ap. 58, b. 12949/3, vokas 63, 1. 15.



[...] After centuries of enslavement to foreigners, OUR FELLOW
LITHUANIAN, join the struggle for freedom. The hour of reckoning is
coming with gigantic steps. Someone is on our side.

In one year the Jews and Communists have not yet managed to cut from
our hearts the thirst for freedom. Let us pay the Jews back in kind — in
blood. Let us not let them out of our sight so that not even one of them may
escape. Let us not make any distinctions among them; all of them rejoiced
during our days of woe.

Let us pull up by the roots for all time the most hateful parasite of our
nation and our exploiter - the Jew.

Let us swear to wreak hundredfold vengeance on the Jews and
Communists for shedding the innocent blood of our countrymen.

[..] -

UR FELLOW LITHUANIANS, if you are still among the living, COME
FORWARD IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST JEWRY.

OURFELLOW LITHUANIANS, LET USLIBERATE OURFATHERLAND
FROM THE JEWS.

LONG LIVE INDEPENDENT LITHUANIA.

THE FIGHTERS
LYA, f. K-1, ap. 58, b. 12949/3, vokas 63.

LITHUANIAN INFORMATION BUREAU IN BERLIN

FIGHT!
To our Countrymen in Occupied Lithuania
March 19, 1941

OUR BELOVED ENSLAVED BROTHERS!

The hour of liberation is approaching for Lithuania. The results of
several months of our diligent work and of your suffering under Asiatic
oppression are at hand. It is our duty to quickly announce and inform you
about these matters:

[.-.] .

2. As already mentioned, for Lithuania the hour of liberation is at hand.
Once the campaign from the west has begun, you will be informed about
it that very minute by radio or other means. At that point, in the towns,
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villages, and hamlets of occupied Lithuania local uprisings must take
place, or more precisely put, the taking of the government into our own
hands. Local Communists and other sorts of traitors to Lithuania must
immediately be arrested so that not even one of them may avoid retribution
for his actions.

3. We are sure that you are organizationally prepared; wherever
preparations have not been made, organize into small secret groups. You
have already learned that even among Lithuanians there are many traitors,
s0 even at this fateful moment be very careful.

[...]

5. Once the actions have begun, occupy bridges, important railroad
junctions, airfields, factories, etc. Do not destroy them, and do not let the
Russians do so. They have great military and economic importance.

6. Inform the Jews today that their fate is sealed. Whoever can, therefore,
let him get out of Lithuania in order to avoid unnecessary victims. At the
decisive moment, take their property into your own hands in order to avoid
unnecessary losses.

[...]
LITHUANIAN INFORMATION BUREAU

P:S. This announcement must, in spoken or written form, reach the most
remote corners of Lithuania.

LMAB RS, f. R-54, 1. 226,
Published in MZL, part 1, pp. 49-50.

{No later than June 22, 1941]
OUR LITHUANIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS!

[...] The fateful hour of final reckoning with the Jews has come. Lithuania
must be liberated not only from Asiatic Bolshevik slavery but also from the
age-old yoke of Jewry. .

In the name of the entire Lithuanian nation, the Lithuanian Activist
Front most solemnly declares:

[...]

L. The ancient right of refuge in Lithuania, granted to the Jews during
the times of Vytautas the Great, is completely and finally revoked.

2. Every Lithuanian Jew without exception is hereby sternly warned to
abandon the land of Lithuania without delay.

1 From an appeal issued in Berlin.
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3. All those Jews who exceptionally distinguished themselves with
actions of betraying the Lithuanian state and of persecuting, torturing, or
abusing our Lithuanian countrymen will be separately held accountable
and receive the appropriate punishment. If it should become clear that at
the fateful hour of reckoning and of Lithuanian rebirth especially guilty
Jews are finding opportunities to escape somewhere in secret, it will be the
duty of all honorable Lithuanians to take their own measures to apprehend
such Jews and, if necessary, carry out the punishment.

[.-]

The new Lithuanian state will be restored through the efforts, work,
hearts, and wisdom of the people of the Lithuanian nation itself. The Jews
are to be expelled completely and for all time. If any one of them should
dare to believe that in the new Lithuania he will nevertheless find a refuge
of sorts, let him learn today the irrevocable judgment on the Jews: in the
newly restored Lithuania not even one Jew will have either the rights of
citizenship or the means of earning a living. In this way, we will rectify
past mistakes and repay Jewish villainy. In this way, we will lay a strong
foundation for the happy future and creative work of our Aryan nation,

Thus, let us all prepare for struggle and victory — for the freedom of
the Lithuanian nation, for the cleansing of the Lithuanian nation, for an
independent Lithuanian state, for a bright and happy future.

THE LITHUANIAN ACTIVIST FRONT
LCVA, £. 139, ap. 1, b. 1, 1. 102-104. A copy.
Published in MZL, part 1, pp. 50-51.
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INFORMATION FROM THE CORRESPONDENT JURGIS KRASAUSKAS
ABOUT THE SITUATION IN KUDIRKOS NAUMIESTIS DURING THE
FIRST MONTH OF THE WAR

Kludirkos] NAUMIESTIS

K[udirkos] Naumiestis is almost unscathed by the war. One house
was blown up in which some Russian soldiers had hidden (the local
commandant, the head of the GPU, and others). The explosion broke
several dozen windows. On June 22, in the afternoon, at the initiative
of the German military commandant, a local Lithuanian committee
was organized, consisting of the notary Lapusinskas, the veterinarian
Krasauskas, the physician Kriaudiiinas, the postmaster Barauskas, and the
priest Dobrovolskis. Administrative work began immediately.

When the old mayor, Mr. Skirgaila, returned, the committee assigned his
duties to him.

The food supply is adequate: there is enough bread, butter, and meat.
On August 10 ration cards were introduced.

In the villages the rye harvest is proceeding at full pace, even though a
shortage of workers can be felt. The mood of the entire population is good.
Everyone is determined to heal the wounds caused by the Bolshevik terror
as quickly as possible.

After being organized during the first days, the police and partisans cleansed the
surrounding area of Jews, Communists, and bands of USSR soldiers [emphasis
added -J. L.].

Today, life in K[udirkos] Naumiestis is completely normal, as if there
had not been any war at all, only there are very few Jews to be seen....

News from the correspondent — j=k-

Kludirkos] Naumiestis

Jurgis Krasauskas

LMABRS, f. 222 - 1751, 1. 6. Original manuscript.
Published in 1941 m. birselio sukilimas, p. 145.

ANTANAS DVORZECKIS ABOUT THE BATTLES OF THE PARTISANS OF PUSALOTAS
During june 22-26:

[..] All male Jews are being arrested and taught to do useful physical
work. A normal free life is beginning.

A. D. My address:
Antanas Dooreckis

Kaunas
Tuoranaridiue SF T2 Adei 1



SAKIAI
August 12, 1941

_.the Red year of Jewish violence did not pass without a trace.
Throughout that time the population was constantly drawn, more and
more, into great apathy, ...workers, farmers, and intellectuals, full of rancor
because of Jewish violence, clenched their teeth and suffered....

As soon as the first sounds of war could be heard, the Bolsheviks
hurriedly armed the Jews and sellouts....

Toward evening, when the German Army arrived, all the fiercest Jews
and Communists had already abandoned the town....

Sakiai
August 12, 1941

LMABRS, f. 222 - 1751, 1. 1-5. Original manuscript.
Published in 1941 m. birzelio sukilimas, pp. 143-144.

A CHRONICLE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ACTIVIST PARTISAN
SQUAD OF DUSETOS

DUSETOS
August 4, 1941

...only the Jews and Russians as well as party sellouts and Communist
youth betray their brothers to the Asiatics....

The Lithuanian does not forget. He will always be thankful to Greater
Germany for liberation from bloody terror and enslavement by the Jews. [...]

The Jews are being relocated from the town to the suburb of Uztilte. The
town has been cleansed of parasites who have preyed on it for centuries.

The Lithuanian residents of UZztilté are being resettled in the more
suitable apartments of the Jews. The town is clean. [...]

Dusetos
August 4, 1941

Squad Headquarters

LCVA, f. R-1106, ap. 2, b. 18, 1. 265-266. Original typescript.
Published in 1941 m. birzelio sukilimas, pp. 180-185.
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fields and public works. |...]
K. Ralys
(signature)
Chief of Activist Headquarters

Delegates from Riflemen Activist Headquarters:
J. Meskelevicius (signature)

Pr. Volodka (signature)

(one illegible signature)

LCVA, f. R-739, ap. 1, b. 4, L. 3. Original typescript.
Published in 1941 m. birZelio sukilimas, pp. 251-253.

THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ACTIVIST HEADQUARTERS
IN JONISKIS ON THE QUESTION OF MANAGING THE JEWS

[no later than July 18, 1941]'

The head of the Civil Parish of Jonigkis, Mr. Staskevicius, is asked to
serve as chairman, and Mr. Valiukas — as secretary.

Concerning the first item on the agenda, Mr. Ralys states his position
about coordinating the operations of the Activists with those of the local
governments. He states that weare on the eve of the collapse of Communism.
We will undoubtedly join the National Socialist camp. The mayor of the
town raises the question of who among those present will give direction to
all this, for in local government very many difficulties arise on this matter.
It is determined: the local governments will work in contact with Activist
Headquarters (the Commission to Manage the Jews).

On the second question ~ that of relocating the Jews — Mr. Tininis states
his position. The Jews need to be relocated. The mayor of the town intends
to call a meeting and invite several members of the Activists. The selection
of a quarter. There are about 1200 Jews in JoniSkis. There will not be any
room in Jonigkis for Jews who have fled here from other places. The mayor
states that the Jews should be concentrated in one place — moved from

MZL, part 2, p. 241.
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