he has heard through other channels that a group of
anti-Soviets in the country filed a complaint against
him to Lithuanian prosecutors. This led to an inves-
tigation being launched. The local media have also
reported thatan investigation is under way, accusing
both Arad and Branstovsky of massacring civilians in
the village of Kaniukai.

The prospect of standing trial has, naturallyenough,
left Arad reluctant to return to his home town. “I have
not been back for two years, and I'm not planning on
going back now,” he says.

If trials do go ahead, it seems that a third Jewish
partisan could be the primary witness for the prosecu-
tion. Rachel Margolis, founder of Vilnius’s Jewish mu-
seum, has written a memoir recounting her escape
from the ghetto and her time as a partisan. Extracts

He adds that his cousin is now too scared to return
to Lithuania. “She is worried she may get arrested.”

Rachel Margolis’s memoir, which has been pub-
lished in Lithuania, contains a description of how a
group of partisans, including Fania Branstovsky, at-
tacked a Nazi garrison in the village of “Kanyuki”. She
writes: “The partisans had surrounded the garrison,
but the Nazis were exceptionally well armed and beat
off all attacks. They broke the flanks of the Jewish de-
tachments, and the partisans withdrew precipitously.
Then Magid jumped up on a rock and yelled: ‘We are
Jews. We will show them what we are capable of. For-
ward, comrades!’ This sobered the men up; they ran
backand won.”

Awillingness to prosecute alleged war criminals is
something not often displayed by the Lithuanian au-

‘THEY ARE
TRYINGTOTURN
MURDERERS INTO

HEROES AND
SURVIVORSINTO
CRIMINALS’

killing of 38 Kaniukai inhabitants occurred in January
1944, it was committed by 120-150 Soviet partisans.”

Lithuanian denials do notimpress Efraim Zuroff. He
has written a strongly worded letter to Asta Skaisgiry-
té-Liauskiene, the Lithuanian ambassador in Israel. In
ithe accuses the Lithuanian authorities of “launching
a campaign to discredit Jewish resistance fighters by
falsely accusing them of war crimes in order to deflect
attention from widespread Lithuanian participation
in the mass murder of Jews during the Holocaust”.

He tells the JC that this is a “malicious campaign
against the innocent heroes of the anti-Nazi re-
sistance. We are hoping the investigations will be
dropped,” he says.

And so are Fania Branstovsky, Yitzhak Arad and
Rachel Margolis.



