
VILNIUS – The eerie silence at
Paneriai, a village 25 minutes out-
side this Lithuanian city where
100,000 were killed during World
War II – 70,000 of them Jews – is
deafening. Seventy years ago, in

three years between July 1941 and August 1944,
just over 30 percent of Lithuania’s 220,000-
strong Jewish community was killed and shoved
into mass graves, the largest of which measures
10 meters in diameter. The adjacent railway was
the main mode of transportation for the intend-
ed victims, but some were marched the 10 kilo-
meters from the Vilnius ghetto.

Men, women and children were lined up and
shot by the German SS Einsatzgruppe and the
Ypatingas Burys, a Lithuanian killing squad con-
sisting mainly of volunteers. The mass killings
were documented by SS officer and Einsatzkom-
mando leader Karl Jager in a series of entries later
called the Jager Report, where a typical log read: 

“On my instructions and orders the follow-
ing executions were conducted by Lithuanian
partisans:

4.7.41 Kauen-Fort VII 416 Jews, 47 Jewesses
[Total] 463

6.7.41 Kauen-Fort VII 2,514 Jews”
Another meticulous record of events was kept

by Polish-Lithuanian journalist Kazimierz
Sakowicz in the form of a diary between 1941
and 1943. Sakowicz and his wife lived in Ponary
(Polish for Paneriai) in an apartment adjacent to
the forested areas where thousands were execut-
ed. He wrote down his eyewitness account on
sheets of paper, which he placed in bottles,
sealed and then buried. The account was first
published in Polish in 1999 and in English in
2005 as Ponary Diary 1941-1943: A Bystander’s
Account of a Mass Murder, edited by Lithuanian-
born Yitzhak Arad, who served as chairman of
Yad Vashem.

The separate sheets of paper were painstaking-
ly put together over the course of several years by
Dr. Rachel Margolis, a Lithuanian-born Holo-
caust survivor and author of A Partisan from
Vilna, who found the first batch of entries while
working at the Jewish State Museum of Lithuania
years after the war ended.

Margolis now lives in Israel, but until two years
ago she made yearly visits to her native Vilnius.
In 2007, she received a letter from acquaintances
in the city telling her that uniformed people
from the Lithuanian prosecutor’s office arrived at
her registered address looking for her. They said
she was wanted for questioning in regard to a
battle that took place between Jewish partisans

and villagers of Kaniukai in 1944 – a battle in
which she denies involvement. Since then she
has not gone back to Lithuania for fear of being
arrested or taken in for questioning.

“I’m too old for this,” Margolis, who will be 89
this year, told The Jerusalem Post in a telephone
interview. “My life is here now, my daughter
lives here, I will soon have more grandchildren.” 

Margolis, Yitzhak Arad and two others have
been the targets of a campaign started in 2006 in
Lithuania to investigate those who joined the
partisans for alleged war crimes against Lithuan-
ian civilians during World War II.

“This is outrageous,” says Dr. Efraim Zuroff,
director of the Simon Wiesenthal Center in
Jerusalem and coordinator of Nazi war crimes
research worldwide for the center. “Not a single
Lithuanian war criminal has been punished in
Lithuania and they are going after elderly Jewish
people?”

Some 15 suspected Lithuanian war criminals
were found in the United States in the 1990s,
says Zuroff, of whom only three stood trial in
Lithuania: Aleksanzras Lileikis, commander of
the Saugumas, the Lithuanian security police,
Kzys Gimzaukas, his deputy, and Algimantas
Dailize, a Saugumas operative in Vilnius. The
three were stripped of their US citizenships and
deported in the early- to mid-90s, but due to
some serious foot-dragging – and to avoid look-
ing “unpatriotic” – Zuroff says they only stood
trial in 2000, 2001 and 2006 respectively. They
were never arrested because by that time they
were deemed medically unfit and were not
required to attend legal proceedings. Of the
three, only Dailize was convicted of accessory to
murder and sentenced to five years’ imprison-
ment – which he never served.

“These were show trials,” says Zuroff. “Lithua-
nia was fairly newly independent and just
becoming a member of the EU and NATO, and it
wanted to show that it was up to par, but it
turned the whole judicial process into a farce.” 

“They are doing this in order not to have to
talk about the Lithuanians’ battle against the
Jews, how they shot the Jews. My parents, my
whole family was shot by Lithuanians. They
don’t want to talk about that, but they want to
show that the Jews did them a lot of harm,” Mar-
golis said in a 2009 interview with Dovid Katz,
founder of the Web site Holocaust in the Baltics
(www.holocaustinthebaltics.com) and of the Vil-
nius Yiddish Institute at Vilnius University.

Brooklyn-born Katz, who is of Lithuanian her-
itage, moved to Vilnius in 1999 to start the Yid-
dish Institute and only began his Web site –
which houses an impressive collection of
entries, statements, documents, links and pho-
tographs in Lithuanian, English and Yiddish

related to the Holocaust in the three Baltic
states – in September 2009.

“I started the site because I felt uncomfortable
bombarding people with e-mails. With zero tech-
nical knowledge, I began to publish everything
online,” Katz told the Post. “I am dedicated to
fighting this trend of Holocaust obfuscation and
anti-Semitism in the Baltic states.”

Zuroff and Katz maintain that there is system-
atic Holocaust distortion, misinformation and
miseducation in the Baltic states, and particular-
ly in Lithuania.

“Lithuania had 220,000 Jews before the war
started. By the end of 1944, 212,000 were killed
– that’s 91% of Lithuania’s Jewish community.
That’s one of the highest kill rates in Europe,
except for Estonia, which only had 1,000 Jews,”
says Zuroff, “The Nazis, while very effective, did
not do this on their own. In Lithuania, Jews were
killed by their neighbors before the first Nazi ever
set foot in the country. They don’t talk about
that. They don’t take responsibility.”

Indeed, Nazi propaganda painted local Jews as
communists, adding fuel to the already existing
anti-Semitic fire in the country, and according to
Leonidas Donskis, a Lithuanian MP in the Euro-
pean Parliament, “quite a large segment of
Lithuanian society is still inclined to consider
Jews as collectively responsible for the mass
killings and deportations of civilians, as well as
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