
Israel has successfully launched 
its latest spy satellite, Ofek 9. The 
Israeli-made device now operates 

in conjunction with five other satellites, 
affording unprecedented surveillance 
capability for every corner of the Middle 
East. Isaac Ben-Israel, chairman of the 
Israel Space Agency, told the Hebrew-
language Ynet website that Ofek 9 will 
pay special attention to Iran. “[It] will 
be able to detect any material, including 
the nuclear kind, transported by the 
Iranians." 

E-focals, electronic bifocals, will 
be available in the US later this 
year. Using software like the 

iPhone’s, the glasses track the wearer’s 
eyes, adjusting automatically as the 
eyes move to see things up close or far 
away. The lenses have liquid crystals 
that change how much they bend light 
when an electrical current runs through 
them. (Discover)

Velcro is everywhere, not just on 
your clothing: there are 10,000 
inches of it in every NASA space 

shuttle; it is used for sticking insignia 
on US army uniforms; and it holds 
down floor mats in cars. Velcro was 
originally inspired by cocklebur seeds 
that naturally hook onto the fibers of 
every hiker’s clothing. Now scientists 
have discovered biological Velcro in 
French Guiana: the claws of A. andreae
ants hook onto the velvet-like surface 
of C. obtuse leaves, affording leverage 
enough to capture locusts 13,500 times 
their own weight. No other ant species 
is so strong.

T he $100 billion lighting industry 
is switching from incandescent to 
LED bulbs, according to Reuters. 

The latter consume only 20% as much 
energy and can last much longer. Wal-
Mart and Starbucks are already installing 
them in their stores. They can last for up 
to 25 years, and the price (starting at 
$10 a bulb) is coming down fast. 

— Nehemiah Horowitz

Business & 
Technology

In the Netherlands, local rabbis, 
government ministers, and even one 
Muslim member of parliament say they 

support a plan announced by Dutch police 
in late June for police to go undercover in 
order to combat anti-Semitism in heavily 
Muslim neighborhoods of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, and other cities. The plan calls 
for police to dress up as Orthodox Jews 
in order to identify and prosecute racist 
elements in Dutch society. 

Rabbis in the Netherlands and around 
Europe praised the plan, but they also stress 
the need for a holistic strategy against a 
growing wave of anti-Semitism in Europe, 
adding that police protection might be an 
answer to crime, but it is not an answer to 
anti-Semitism. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Britain’s chief 
rabbi, has urged the Jewish community not 
to focus inwardly on anti-Semitism, but 
instead to enlist the help of other groups. 
He says that anti-Semitism is not merely 
a scourge for Jews, and that it is important 
to include non-Jews in the fight against 
racism. 

“I got a real shock several years 
ago when I attended an anti-Semitism 
conference in Belgium,” says Rabbi Sacks. 
“Ninety-seven percent of the people there 
were Jews. I thought to myself, ‘This 

is insane! We have to talk to Jews about 
anti-Semitism? Jews are the last people 
who need to be lectured about this topic.’ 
Instead of preaching to the choir, we’ve 
got to get out and build support among 
potential allies. We need to talk to non-
Jews and work together with them to fight 
racism.”

Because non-Jewish minorities 
are increasingly vulnerable in Europe, 
Rabbi Sacks says they have a built-in 
understanding of the threat that any sort of 
racism holds for their communities. 

“When I speak to non-Jews about 
anti-Semitism, I point out that racism 
begins against Jews, but never ends there. 
Here in Britain we’ve got very sizeable 
Indian, Pakistani, African, and even Arab 
minorities. All of them stand to suffer some 
backlash from widespread anti-Semitism, 
even if they don’t realize it at first. As such, 
it is very much in their interest to care 
about anti-Jewish racism, and non-Jewish 
leaders I’ve approached on this topic have 
been very receptive,” he says.

According to the Center for Information 
and Documentation about Israel (CIDI), a 
Dutch organization, there have been 70 
reported attacks on Jews in Holland in 
2010. That’s up from a total of 81 for all 
of 2007, and that trend tracks with similar 

figures around Europe. Those statistics do 
not include verbal abuse, such as “Death to 
the Jews,” or “Hitler was right,” remarks 
that Dutch Jews say have become common. 
Verbal attacks cannot be reported as crimes, 
but they do much to create an atmosphere 
of fear among local Jews. 

Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs, chief rabbi of 
the Netherlands, said the police effort will 
fail if it isn’t accompanied by an education 
campaign.

“The only way to deal with the issue 
of anti-Semitism is to increase education,” 
he told the European Jewish Press website.
“Today, there are many schools which 
simply skip the lessons relating to World 
War II and the Holocaust.”

Of course that’s true, says Rabbi Sacks. 
“Jews cannot fight anti-Semitism alone. 
The victim cannot cure the crime. The 
hated cannot cure the hate.”

— Avi Friedman
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Estonian president Toomas Hendrik 
Ilves visited Jerusalem for two days 
on June 28 and 29, ostensibly to 

encourage trade, pledge his country’s 
support for Israel-Palestinian peace, 
and generally strengthen ties between 
Jerusalem and Tallinn. As part of the 
official diplomatic itinerary, Ilves paid 
an obligatory visit to Yad Vashem, 
Israel’s Holocaust memorial, chatted 
over afternoon tea with Shimon Peres, 
and “bowed his head in memory of the 
millions of victims of the Holocaust.” 

But at home Ilves is also actively 
promoting a revisionist view of history 
by equating the Nazi Holocaust with 
crimes committed against the Baltic 
states by the Soviet Union. In the past 
Ilves has said, “The Nazis left Estonia 
after four years, but the Soviets stayed 
for fifty years, so the Soviet Union was 
worse than Nazi Germany.” On May 8, 
he participated in a memorial ceremony 
in Tallinn “to those who lost their lives” 
during World War II, including Nazi 
fighters, Estonian locals who murdered 
Jews, Soviet killers — and the Jews 
who died. That ceremony was organized 
by the Estonian Freedom Fighters 

Association, a successor organization 
to local Estonian groups that fought 
alongside the SS during World War II. 

The next day in Moscow, Ilves 
“celebrated” the anniversary of the Allied 
victory with a call to remember “all” the 
victims of that war: “When speaking 
about World War II, it is out of place to 
speak of winners and losers … all were 
victims of this war, [which resulted in] 
tremendous losses for all nations of 
Europe.”

Some might say that Ilves’s remarks 
seem reasonable, even justified. After 
all, well over 20 million Russians died 
during the war, and it is likely that more 
Germans died during that period than 
Jews. 

“That’s outrageous,” says Efraim 
Zuroff, director of the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre in Jerusalem. “When he says 
‘all victims of this war,’ he is including 
Nazis, Estonians, Lithuanians, and 
other civilians who supported the Nazi 
invasion, and who fought along side the 
Third Reich. It is a case of Holocaust 
distortion and relativization.”

President Ilves rejected repeated 
requests to be interviewed for this story. 
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Laying a wreath, but for whom? Estonian president Toomas Hendrik Ilves at Yad Vashem

Going undercover to protect local Jews? Dutch police officers on patrol in Amsterdam.  British Chief Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks
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