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The Holocaust is still an unresolved issue in Lithuania. Such was the conclu-
sion of the largest circulstion Lithuania daily Lietuves ryfas when it recently
summed up the history of the 20 century.! Discussion of the issue has in-
volved not only historians, but also writers, journalists, and political figures.

It 1s clear that the Holocaust in Lithuania, as well as in the whole of
Burope, was devised, planned, and executed by the German Nazis. Neverthe-
less, thousands of Lithuanians, direc? or indirectly, shed Jewish blood. The
Holocaust 15 unquestionably the datkest page in the history of Lithuania.
Therefore, Lithuanians are now faced by the following important moral and
political questions: Are they now ready to honesty evaluate the events that
took place in their country 60 vears ago and assign guilt to those who took
patt in the atrocities or will they continue to ustify the murderers and blame
the victims?

This problem is not only closely tied to Lithuanian national egotism or
nationalism or to traditional economic, religious, ot racial antisemitic steteo-
types buc also to the myth, that is widespread among various segments of the
Lithuanian population, of Jewish disloyalty to Lithuania in 1940-1941, when
the country was occupied and annexed by the Soviet Union. The Jews were
viewed as the most active collaborators of the Soviets and considered respon-
sible for all the crimes committed by the Soviets against the Lithuanian nation.
The pseudo-scholarly expression of this myth was the so-called theory of the
interdependence of two vareties of genoeide. This myth proposed that in
1940-1941 the Jews, together with the Soviets, carried out a Lithuanian geno-
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cide while the Nazi invasion began the Jewish genocide, n which some
Lithuanians who had suffered from the Jews joined the Nazis.

As noted by Alfredas Bumblauskas,” the Lithuanian mind-set has been
more affected by the narratives, of patrents and grandparents than by the
works of historians.” “Stereotypes are deeply ingrained i the minds of the

people and nations” stated Irena Veisaité," who believes that dialogue does

not seem feasible based on such misconceptions.”

Before directly dealing with contemporary interpretations of the Holo-
caust by members of the Lithuanian intelligentsia and the significance of these
interpretations for ideology and politics in Lithuania today, it will be useful to
briefly clarify the events that took place during the Soviet occupation of 1940-
1941 and the role of some pro-Nazi Lithuanians during World War II.

Historians of Lithuania have devoted particular attention to the period of
sovietization of the country and the role of various ethnic groups, including
Jews and Lithuanians, in it.°
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The following historical sutvey of this period is based on the sources just
cited. Lithuania’s occupation was 2 consequence, first, of the 1939 Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact between Moscow and Betlin and that responsibility for the
Lithuanian capitulation of 1940, the unconditional acceptance, without any
protest against Moscow’s ultimatum, should be assigned to the contemporary
Lithuanian political and military leadership which, it should be noted, did not
mnclude a single Jew. In the “people’s government” established by the Soviets
on June 17, 1940 there was only one Jew, the minister of health services. This
govemnment, which allowed Moscow to create the impression of Lithuania’s
voluntary and legal annexation to the USSR, was recognized by the majority
of Lithuanian institutions, parties, and organization but not by a single Jewish
organization.

Hurthermore, in 1940 Jewish institutions did not make any anti-
Lithuanian or pro-Soviet statements. The July 21 session of the People’s Sei-
mas, which proclaimed Lithuania 2 Soviet republic and applied to Moscow to
accept Lithuania into the Soviet Union, included 67 Lithuanians and only 4
Jews (at that time Jews comprised 8% of the total population of Lithuania),
plus 7 representatives of other nationalities.”

Major suppott for the occupier’s regiilne was provided by the Lithuanian
Communist Party. During the interwar period of independence, people of
Jewish origin made up a considerable proportion — about 1/3 - of its mem-
bers. However, in 1940, when Lithuanians started to join the Party on 2 large
scale and the USSR sent many Russian-speaking cadres to Lithuania, the ratio
of Jews in the Lithuanian Communist Party dropped to 12.6%. In the spring
of 1941, there were five Jews among the 47 members of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party and only one Jew® among the eleven members of the Bureau
of the Central Committee. Nor did the Jews play a significant role in the So-
viet punitive bodies, the NKVD (People’s Commissariat of Internal Affaits)
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